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body politic. Such persistent self-advertisement, such
emphatic dogmatism, and in justice we must also add so
much common sense and insight, could not but raise the
public estimate of the Count of Mirabeau. He became
prominent among the reformers. He was one of the
founders of the Constitutional Club, of which the few
lawyers whose views were really liberal, as well as
Lafayette, Condorcet, and Talleyrand, were members.
He was active in the society for emancipating the negroes
promoted by Brissot, which was also a centre of radical
propaganda. Yet he let it be known that he was no
irreconcilable enemy to the Government.

Yergennes, haughty and tenacious of old traditions,
had been succeeded as minister of foreign affairs by
Montmorin, whose timid mediocrity was more likely to
be impressed by the plausible adventurer. cc Consider,
M. le Comte," Mirabeau wrote, "that the same talent
which has been able, supported by public opinion, to
hold its own against the Government, would, if employed
by you, be still better able to assist the ministry. An
active life is more to my taste than a speculative, and I
should prefer to serve the Government by my acts,
rather than to risk incurring your displeasure by my
advice. In the king's service I am ready either to use
or to venture my head ... I place myself entirely at
your disposal."

Montmorin received Mirabeau, listened to what he
had to say, but gave him no office, diplomatic or other;
he was too much the friend of Necker. The most he
would do was to find the money for a paper which was
to insinuate views favourable to the ministry,, Mirabeau,
who was one of the first fully to recognise the power of